MATRIMONIAL ELIGIBILITY. |

8ome of the Many Various Reasons
That Prompt Men to “Pop
the Question.

The reasons which prompt men to
make offers of marriage Lo women ara
as many and various as the number and
kinds of women thus honored, says th=
New York Times. Not alone are the
natural graces and charms of femininity
the foci of attraction for the average
man. Acquired accomplishments often
count for a great deal, and it frequently
happens that women are eagerly desired
for qualifications, which, while strongly
appealing to those who desire them,
would not in the least appeal to others
occupying a different point of view.

These very general and not altogether
luminous reflections are suggested by a
news item which reaches us from north-
ern New York of an avalanche of mar-
riage offers which has overwhelmed two
estimable young women, the daughters
of a farmer at Schuyler. They are not
described as beantiful. So far as we are
advised, they are not distinguished for
accomplishments of the kind which
make for social preeminence. Perhaps
they are not more amiable, more affec-
tionate, nor more practical in the gen-
eral duties of housewifery than others.
Their claim to distinction is that they
*“killed, cleaned, scalded and hung” two
300-pound hogs without masculine as-
sistance.

Instantly an overpowering passion
took possession of the heart of every
eligible bachelor within what may be
called buggy radius. The rural delivery
carrier has had to provide himself-with
2 wheelbarrow to transport the offers
of marriage which come by mail, and the
concourse of vehiczles which is strung
along the paternal front fence every
day and eveziny suegzests that a con-
tinuous funeral is in progress within.

Perhaps it is. A great many nas(‘P'ﬂt|
hopes of domestic happiness along
strictly bucolic linfs perish in the fam-

fly “settin' room" every 24 hours, and
enough bro'en hearts are left hehind
by departing snitorsto fertilize the farm
if their fragments could be composted.
The young woemen are said to (:v(-line.l
“firmly but lLindlr.” the offers of mar- |
riage which ar> nreszed upon them. It
may be that their unique claim to dis-
tinetion puts ther: in a class which
makes it an imrertinerce for the suitor
to offer them t“e commornlace life of
the farmer's wi‘e. who can eount upon
a hog killing not oftener than once 2
year. Their sphere of social triumphs
obviously lies in Cincinnati or Chicago.

THE WAYS OF SQUIRRELS.

Peculiarities of Voice and Action of
the Animals in Summer
and Winter.

“One of the most familiar sounds of
the summer woods is the rattling bark
of the red squirrel,” writes an observer.
*The tones of his volce are varied and
there is a great difference between his
angry bark, his cry of fear, the chatter-
ing monologue with which he addresses
an intruder on his domain, the running
fire of repartee which is the constant ac-
companiment of the antics of a pair at
play, and the long rattling roll call
which he utters apparently from sheer
enjoyment of the sound or asa challenge
to some unseen enemy of his own tribe
and which reverberates through the
woods often with sufficient force to car-
ry the sound for as much as half to
three-quarters of a mile. If we listen
for an instant when we hear one ol
these challenges sent forth we may hear
it answered from scme distant point,
g0 faintly that we cannot be certain that
it is not an echo. Some other male has
heard the challenge and. detecting the
self-satisfied note in it. has answered,
and we may be fairly certain that they
are Lastening toward each other, each
with the intention of annihilating his
foe or at least teaching him a lesson.

“Gray squirrels, unlike most of the
rodents. do not hibernate in the winter
time, but are abroad and very active
during most of the season. Their nests
are then in hollow trees, but they usual-
1y leave these retreats in March and
build airier and less vermin-infested
abodes in the treetops of leaves and
twigs. If you can watch a gray squirrel
gathering nuis in the fall you wiil see
him take a nut in his cheek pouch and
hop along the ground, testing it every
few vards with his front feet. When
he has found a spot entirely to his lik-
ing he will scoop out a shallow holeand,
placing the nut in it, will cover it up
with the looseearth. This he will stamp
down and restore to its former condi- |
tion by scraping the loose leaves and |
small stones over it. |

“This performance he repeats again
and again in that and other localities, |
until he has hidden away in this manner |
a large quantity of nuts. one squirrel |
often burving =several] hundred. In the
winter. as he needs them. he unearths
these nuts, and it i= wonderful how un-
erringly he can o to his various caches,
even though. as frequently happens.
they may all be covered with a foot or
more of snow.”

Cheap College Degrees.

The familiar charge that the degree
LL. D. is bestowed with too lavish a
hand by colleges and universities is
likely to gain force from a recent oec-
currence. The South.Carolina college,
at Columbia, celebrating its centennial,
was moved by the joy of the occasion
to afix the honorific letters to 36 men.
It was not supposed that there were
three dozem persons of distinction in
the country whom the other colleges
had not already labeled.—N. Y. Trib-
une.

Years and Bpirit. 1
Clara—You don’t mean to say that .
at 60 he is making love to you? Isn't |
that rather young for an old man?
Maud—Yes. But he is the most
precocious old man I ever met.—N. X.
San.
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If you suffer from fleptic Fits or Falling
Sicjlrmm or have cnlmen.relmvm or friends
that do so, my New Discoverio will CORE
themand all are asked to is to send
for my FREE REMEDIES and try them.They
have cured thousands where ewr{thinu else
failed. Sent absolutely free with complete
directions, express prepaid. Please give AGE
and full address.

DR. WM. MAY,

94 Pine Btreet, New York City.
Office Office Te 433
10a. mﬂt':' :’ p.m. Residence Telephone 981

DRS. PITTS, BLUNK & PITTS.

Eye and Ear Specialist.
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ED. FUHRMATN,

R.F.D.No 1. Both Phones.

OREGON, MO.

This Will Interest Mothers
Mother Gray's Sweet Powders for Children,
Cure Feverishness, Bad Stomach, Summer
Bowel Troubles, Teething Disorders, cleanse
and regulate the Bowels and destroys Worms,
They never fall. Over 30.000 testimonials.
Atall Druggists, 25c. Sample FREE., Ad-

dress, Allen 8. Olmsted, LeRoy, N. Y.

IVAN BLAIR,

ATTORNEY - AT-LAW.
Office over Citizens’ bank,
OREGON 2 MISSOURI

HARRY DUNGAN,

Attorney-at-Law
Oregon, Mo.

10 ¢ts. a copy $1.00 a year

McClure’s Magazine

is “the cleanest, most stimulating, meatiest general magazine for the family,”
says one of the milllion who read it every month. It is without question

“The Best at any Price”

Great features are promised for next year—eix or more wholesome, interest-
ing short stories in every number, continued stories, beautiful pictures in
colors, and articles by such famous writers as Ida M. Tarbell, Lincoln Stef-
fens, Ray Stannard Baker, John La Farge, William Allen White and Cbarles
Wagper. Get all of it right into your home by taking advantage of this

Special Offer

Send $1.00 before January 31, 1906, for a subscription for the year 1906 and
we will send you free the November and December pumbers of 1904—four-
teen months for $1.00 or the price of twelve. Address McCLURE'S, 4850
East 23d Streét. New York City. Write for agents’ terms.

THESMALLSMUGGLER

PERSON WHO TRIES TO EVADE
DUTY ON MERE TRIFLES.

Vigilance of Customs Officers Is
Gradually Stamping Out the
Practice — Operations of
Professionals.

“Petty smuggling, the sort that Is
practiced by people who have bought
some small articles abroad and want
to bring them home without paying
duty, is now being pretty well
stamped out,” said a man who was for
several years in the United States
customs service on the Pacific coast
to a Kansas City Journal writer. “Of
course, there never was so much of
it in the west as on the Atlantic
coast, but the vigilance of the customs
officials and the severe penalties im-
posed on people who have been caught
has had a tendency to break it up
pretty thoroughly.

“As a general thing the people who
try to smuggle in dutiable goods are
now of two classes, the one composed
of professional smugglers, who oper-
ate on a large scale, and the other of
actresses and wealthy people of a cer-
tain sort., who lake no particular pains
to avoid detection, and who enjoy the
notoriety which an escapade of the
sort gives them.

“On the Pacifiec coast the two things
to which the operations of smugglers
are almost entirely confined are opium
and silks. Boib have to pay heavy
duties, and both are comparatively
easily concealed. Much of the silk
brought in from China and Japan is
of such fine texture that four or five
ordinary sized handkerchiefs could be
concealed in an English walnut shell.

“Some unique methods are used by
opium smugglers. One day the wharf-
inger at San Francisco was sfanding
near his office when he saw a lime fly
over a high fence which inclosed a
vacant lot just adjoining the wharf.
Before long another one came in the
same way. He thought nothing of it
at first, as the boys are quite in the
habit of throwing things at the rats
around the wharfs. But when they

the limes were falling, and where there
were by that time probably a dozen of

them, picked one up and cut it open.
He found a small plug had been cut
from the lime, as though with a leath-
er punch, the hole filled with small
pills of opium wrapped in oiled paper,
and the outside part of the plug re-
turned to its place. The limes had
been thrown from the deck of a ship
at anchor at the wharf to the vacant

]

jot, where the smuggler expected
pick them up later.’
“Of late the center of the opium

Indian Novels by Indian Writers.

Of late years the number of writers
among the Cherokees has greatly in-
creased. There are historians in the
tribe whose works are used as text-
books in the Indian schools. and who are
cited as authorities not to be disputed.
There are also Indians who have writ-
ten codes of law which before being
put in permanent form had been hand-
ed down from generation to genera-
tion. The Indians to-day obey these
laws with a greater reveremnce than
they do the laws of the United States
There are Indian novelists—novelists
who devote their time to entertaining
the Indian mind with romance with en-
tangled plots and blood-curdling cli-
maxes. These books are popular among
the Indians. Edition after edition of
some works Is published, and they are
read by buck and squaw alike.—Kansas
City Journal.

Manufacture of Chartreuse.

One of the few items of foreign trade
of this district in which change is shown
is alcohol. which is being imported now
by the Carthusian monks, lately emi-
grated from France, who have trans-
ferred the manufacture of their re-
nowned chartreuse to this city. They
continue to receive spirits for its manu-
facture from the distilleries which they
owned and are suspected of owning still
in other countries. It is doubtful whether
they will find it economical to continue
under their present management owing
to the custom house dutles which they
tried to avoid by pleading the re-
exportation of aleohol after it is blended

Lawyer—Madam, 6 this man, your
husband, is accused of arson. WIill
you swear that he has a mania for
building fires? 3
Witness—No, sir! He never got wp
in his life until I'd built all the fires
ta the house.—Detroit Fres Presa i




